You may choose to educate us on a particular academic topic.  Use the table below to help you generate ideas.  Use facts and references to support your speech.
	INFORMATIVE SPEECH TOPICS

	A country/culture – consider subtopics such as geography, a famous landmark, a city, language, sports, music, food, dance, arts & crafts, folklore/folktales, etc.

	An important historic or scientific event (e.g. Martin Luther King’s “I Have a Dream” speech; the first moonwalk in 1969)

	A biography – consider a famous scientist, artist, author, musician, athlete or politician

	A scientific discovery (e.g. gravity; the invention of the light bulb)   

	How to… (e.g. How to put together a first aid kit; how to write a will)

	A scientific, environmental or health lesson (e.g. the nature/biology of an animal; what is swine flu?)   

	Myths and misconceptions – educate your audience on a commonly held belief that is factually wrong

	Money and financial topics (e.g. How the stock market works; what is a Roth IRA?)

	Technological topics (e.g. How a cell phone works)

	Other?



You may also choose to make a persuasive speech.  You should present both sides of the argument, but make your opinion known and support your argument with facts and references.  Use the table below to help you generate ideas.

	FOR                                                    PERSUASIVE SPEECH TOPICS                                          AGAINST

	Affirmative Action

	Prostitution

	Capital Punishment (The Death Penalty)

	Arranged Marriages

	Nuclear Weapons

	Nuclear Energy

	Gun Control

	Donating to a Specific Charity

	Household Dynamics (e.g. Stay-at-Home Spouse)

	Alcohol Laws

	Animal Experimentation

	Pornography

	Gender Issues

	Sex Education (e.g. Who Should Be Responsible for Instruction?)

	Stem Cell Research

	Cell Phone Laws

	Human and/or Animal Cloning

	In Vitro Fertilization

	Surrogate Mothers

	Separation of Church and State

	College Requirements (e.g. Foreign Language)

	Other College Issues (e.g. Student/Teacher Evaluation)

	Legalization of Marijuana/Drug Laws

	Sports Controversies (e.g. Political; Steroids)

	Issues regarding the Handicapped or Disabled

	Smoking Laws (e.g. Prohibition of Smoking in Public Places)

	Living Together Before Marriage

	The Legal Drinking Age

	Punishment for a Specific Crime

	Euthanasia (e.g. Mercy Killing)

	Violence on TV and/or Video Games (e.g. Regulation?)

	Speed Limits and/or Traffic Laws

	Alternative Energy (e.g. Electric Cars)

	Other?


